Rat eustachian tube synthesizes disaturated phosphatidylcholine.
Otitis media results when the eustachian tube fails to adequately ventilate the middle ear. A surface tension-lowering substance may be required for normal tube opening, especially in young children with poorly developed naso-pharyngeal musculature. We report here that rat eustachian tube epithelium synthesizes disaturated phosphatidylcholine, which is recognized as the surface tension-lowering substance of pulmonary surfactant.